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in so many different ways. Almost careless of spe-
culation, decisively hostile to novelties of doctrine,
she presided as a mistress already practised in the
art, over all the changes which took place in the
discipline and the hierarchy of the Church.

I.

"What was in process of development in the Chris-
tian Church, about the year 120 or 130, was the
episcopate. Now the creation of the episcopate was
evidently the work of Kome. Every ecclesia sup-
poses a little hierarchy, a committee, as we say now,
a president, assessors, and a small staff of servants.
Democratic clubs take care that these offices shall
be held for as short a time and confer as little power
as possible; but the result of this is a character of
precariousness attaching to their action, so that no
club ever survives the circumstances which have
called it into existence. The Jewish synagogue
was a much more continuous thing, although its
staff never developed into a clergy. This was
partly the result of the subordinate position which
for centuries Judaism occupied : pressure from